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Ridgeway upkeep irks neighbors

Grounds care at the
| former golf course
may not be up to par

By Ben Rubin
bfrubin@tohud.com

'WHITE PLAINS — The for-
mer Ridgeway Country
Club, which just last year
had manicured greens, has
been described by neighbors
as “unkempt,” “sloppy” and
“haphazard”  since the
French-American School of
New York bought it in Janu-

ary.

Several neighbors also
voiced concerns about alack
of security and fire hazards
from wide swaths of brown-
ing grass clippings left on
the greens.

“I think it's unfortunate,”
said Steven Gould, 66, who
has lived up the street from
Ridgeway since 1982, “It
does detract from the neigh-
borhood. I'm surprised they
wouldn't focus on keeping it
up.”

FASNY disputed the
claims, saying it has mar-
shaled significant resources
to maintain the look and se-
curity of the 129-acre site.
The school is seeking ap-
proval to build a $60 million
campus on Ridgeway, con-
solidating its campuses in
Larchmont, Scarsdale and
Mamaroneck, but many
White Plains neighbors, in-
cluding those interviewed
for this story, are against the
development.

Padraic Lee, 55, who lives
near the course, said youth
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since FASNY took over.

“ never see security any-
more,” he said.

Police reports over the
past three months show few
incidents on the property,
with most of the calls com-
ing from FASNY's grounds
supervisor, not neighbors.

Mischa Zabotin, FASNY's
board of trustees chairman,
said the school recently in-
creased property security.

He added that the school
never intended to maintain
the location as a golf course.
But, he said, it is trimming
and mowing the space daily,
though with a far smaller

mower cuts the overgrown grass along a fairway at the former Ridgeway 1
Local residents surrounding the former golf club are concerned over the proposed plans by the new owners to build a
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He explained that the
grounds have been brown at
times to allow clippings to
dry before being picked up.

“We're dedicating signifi-
cant resources to the main-
tenance and the security of
this property in a manner as
neighborly as we said we
would,” Zabotin said. “I
would hope the neighbor-
hood recognizes we're doing
the best job as we can.”

He acknowledged that
there was greater sensitivi-
ty over the property’s main-
tenance since FASNY took
over, but argued that the
school’s approach was more
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the property had increased

had,
mows about two holes a day.

envir 1 than the up-
keep of a golf course, withno
watering saving 1 million

gallons a year and no use of
herbicides or pesticides on
the site.

City Hall had heard sever-
al complaints from neigh-
bors regarding upkeep on
the property, said city Chief
of Staff John Callahan. He
and Building Commissioner
Damon Amadio met with
FASNY representatives this
month to discuss those is-
sues and the city will contin-
ue to monitor the mainte-
nance of the site, he said.

“They said of all of the
concerns that they would
take care of them and they
would be addressed,” Calla-
han said. “T haven't heard

have

Country Club in White Plains on July 13.

improvements in recent
weeks, but appeared to be
far from impressed.

“They say they will be a
good neighbor, but is this a
good neighbor? 1 don't
know," said Nina Blumen-
feld, 74, who complained
that the view of the course
from her back yard now
looks “like straw.”

Another neighbor, Dan
Seidel, has been a vocal crit-
ic of FASNY's building plans
but supported its upkeep
work.

Since the land was no
longer being watered or cut
daily, he said, there has been
far less flooding.

“On my side, I have no
ints," he said.

any more complaints.”



